
GEO-SPATIAL REFERENCING 
GUIDELINES



BACKGROUND

• Everything that happens in a public policy context also happens in a geographic one: transport, water 
resources and water services management, education, agriculture, environment, crime, health, social 
security, etc. must all consider questions of where along with the usual ones of why, and how much will it 
cost. 

• Statistical data shows content but Geospatial

Information completes the picture

• Geospatial information is the blueprint

• Geospatial information is a critical factor

in the 2019-2024 MTSF 



LOCAL AND INTERNATIONAL POLICY

International:

The United Nations Committee of Experts on Global Geospatial Information Management defines 
geospatial information as a nation’s ‘digital currency’ for evidence-based decision-making

Local: 

The following are examples of legislation and policies that supports the collection and use of 
geospatial information in development planning and to support decisions.

• Spatial Data Infrastructure Act 54 of 2003 (SDI

• Promotion to access to Information Act 54 of 2002 (PAIA)

• Statistical Quality Assurance Framework

• Framework for Strategic Plans and Annual Performance Plans (APPS)

• Spatial Planning and Land Use Management Act 16 of 2013 (SPLUMA)

• National Spatial Development Framework

• ISO Standards - Geographic information standards and Referencing by coordinates



OBJECTIVE OF GEO-SPATIAL REFERCING 

• Provide guidance on collection and submission of Geospatial Information to DPME in support of 
planning and performance reporting

• Key target audience includes; 

• Personnel in government

• Planners

• Evaluators 

• Geographic information personnel

• Community workers

• Engineers



SPATIAL DATA REQUIREMENTS

• Collection Methods (GPS)

• Minimum data fields to capture

• Data formats (Open Geospatial Consortium

Standard example: Geodatabase/.CSV/Shapefiles)

• Naming conventions (Official names)

• Metadata



TECHNICAL DATA REQUIREMENTS

• Point, Polygon and line data

• Datum and projection 

• Naming conventions

• Formats 



EXAMPLE OF A TABULAR RECORD
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TECHNICAL DATA REQUIREMENTS

• Delivery media

• Frequency of data share

• Data and information quality



CLOSING

• Status of the data

• Data confidentiality 

• Acknowledgement

• Disaggregation – why?

• Provincial, District and Metro Level Data

• DPME Pilot study with provinces



Thank You


